
Joseph

Genesis 37-50



    Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the 
flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of 
Zilpah, his father's wives, and he brought their father a bad 

report about them. 
    Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, 

because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made 
a richly ornamented robe for him. When his brothers saw 
that their father loved him more than any of them, they 

hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. 
    Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, 

they hated him all the more. Genesis 37:2-5



So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near 
Dothan. But they saw him in the distance, and before he 
reached them, they plotted to kill him. Genesis 37:17,18

“Let's not take his life," [Reuben] said.  "Don't shed any 
blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the desert, but 
don't lay a hand on him." Genesis 37:21,22

So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers 
pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty 
shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. 
Genesis 37:28



The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he 
lived in the house of his Egyptian master. When his 
master saw that the LORD was with him and that 
the LORD gave him success in everything he did, 
Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his 
attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his 

household, and he entrusted to his care everything 
he owned.  Genesis 39:2-4



Now Joseph was well-built and handsome and 
after a while his master's wife took notice of 
Joseph and said, "Come to bed with me!" But he 
refused. . . How could I do such a wicked thing and 
sin against God? Genesis 39:6-8

One day he went into the house to attend to his 
duties, and none of the household servants was 
inside. She caught him by his cloak and said, "Come 
to bed with me!" But he left his cloak in her hand 
and ran out of the house. Genesis 39:11,12



She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. 
Then she told him this story: "That Hebrew slave you 

brought us came to me to make sport of me. But as soon as 
I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out 

of the house." 
    When his master heard the story his wife told him, 

saying, "This is how your slave treated me," he burned with 
anger. Joseph's master took him and put him in prison, the 

place where the king's prisoners were confined. Genesis 
39:16-20



But while Joseph was there in the prison, 
the LORD was with him; he showed him 
kindness and granted him favor in the 

eyes of the prison warden.  So the 
warden put Joseph in charge of all those 

held in the prison, and he was made 
responsible for all that was done there. 

Genesis 39:20-22



So the chief cupbearer told Joseph his dream... This is what 
it means," Joseph said to him… Within three days Pharaoh 

will lift up your head and restore you to your position, 
and you will put Pharaoh's cup in his hand, just as you 
used to do when you were his cupbearer. But when all 

goes well with you, remember me and show me kindness; 
mention me to Pharaoh and get me out of this prison.  

Genesis 40:9,12,13,14



The chief cupbearer, however, did not 
remember Joseph; he forgot him. When two full 

years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream: 
Genesis 40:23; 41:1



So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought 
from the dungeon. When he had shaved and changed his 

clothes, he came before Pharaoh. 
    Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I had a dream, and no one can 

interpret it. But I have heard it said of you that when 
you hear a dream you can interpret it." 

     "I cannot do it," Joseph replied to Pharaoh, "but God 
will give Pharaoh the answer he desires." Genesis 41:14-16



So Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I hereby put you in 
charge of the whole land of Egypt." Then Pharaoh 
took his signet ring from his finger and put it on 

Joseph's finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen 
and put a gold chain around his neck. He had him 
ride in a chariot as his second-in-command, and 

men shouted before him, "Make way !" Thus he put 
him in charge of the whole land of Egypt. Genesis 

41:41-43



Then ten of Joseph's brothers went down to buy grain 
from Egypt. . . Now Joseph was the governor of the 

land, the one who sold grain to all its people. So when 
Joseph's brothers arrived, they bowed down to him 

with their faces to the ground. As soon as Joseph saw 
his brothers, he recognized them, but he pretended to 

be a stranger and spoke harshly to them. 
Genesis 42:3-6



Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come close to me." 
When they had done so, he said, "I am your brother 
Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt!  And now, do 

not be distressed and do not be angry with 
yourselves for selling me here, because it was to 
save lives that God sent me ahead of you… You 

intended to harm me, but God intended it for good 
Genesis 45:4,5; 50:20



How Joseph handled life:

He knew God was with him and 
lived like it.

But while Joseph was there in the 
prison, the LORD was with him.          

Gen 39:20

The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, 
and he lived in the house of his Egyptian 
master. Gen 39:2



How Joseph handled life:

Because God was with him, 
Joseph had:

The chief cupbearer, however, did not 
remember Joseph; he forgot him. When two full 

years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream: 
Genesis 40:23; 41:1

Patience



How Joseph handled life:

She caught him by his cloak and said, "Come to 
bed with me!" But he left his cloak in her hand 

and ran out of the house. Genesis 39:12

How could I do such a wicked thing 
and sin against God? Genesis 39:9

Because God was with him, 
Joseph had:

Purity



How Joseph handled life:

But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am 
I in the place of God? You intended to harm 

me, but God intended it for good to 
accomplish what is now being done, the 

saving of many lives. Genesis 50:19-20

Because God was with him, 
Joseph had:

Perspective
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